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War, which cast before it the sinister shadow of Imperial
Germany, was founded as much on compulsory education
as on the needle gun; and Disraeli's Reform Act of
1868 had shifted the axis of political power in England
to something very nearly akin to the unlettered mob,1
These events were pressing on de Grey's mind when he
wrote to Mansfield in December 1868 that educational
reform had come to be " of peculiar importance and
urgency."

It was not, however, until the late autumn of 1869
that the first steps were taken for the preparation of a
Bill. Gladstone was tepid, and was besides preoccupied
by his Irish measures.2 Nevertheless, on October 2,
he agreed that the question should be brought before
the Cabinet on " some early occasion/'8 and Forster,
who had joined the Government as Vice-President of
the Council, was at once set to work on the preparation
of a Memorandum sketching the provisions of the pro-
posed Bill. Forster's authorship of this Memorandum
and the conspicuous part he played in defending the
Bill during its stormy progress through the House of
Commons, have given rise to the belief that the Act,
as it took final shape on the Statute Book, was his
exclusive handiwork. This is not the case, and Forster
himself would have been the first to deny it. He was
always de Grey's devoted lieutenant. Even in regard
to the Endowed Schools Bill he wrote to him, " I am
working under as well as with you " ; * and when in the
following year he entered the Cabinet without changing
his office, he again wrote to his Chief, this time in regard
to the Education Bill itself, " I am very glad we may

1 Bismarck said in the Reichstag on November 29, 1881: " The Prussian,
schoolmaster won the battle of Sadowa." Lowe said in the House of
Commons after the passing of the 1868 Reform Act: "I believe it will be
absolutely necessary to compel our future masters to learn their letters.**
(Martin: Life of Viscount Sherbrooke, vol. ii, p. 323,)

sa Morley: Gladstone, vol. ii, pp. 298-9.

1 Letter from Gladstone, October 2, 1869.

4 May 31, 1869.